
"Digitalization and cyber are 
two sides of the same coin."

A quote and its story

Lightning talk by Jens Ohlig (@johl)



So we have a new president of the EU commission
Her name is Ursula von der Leyen, her former job was the German minister of 
defense, but Internet citizens may still know her as Zensursula.



… although she was confused about who nominated her

“The Council of the European Union nominated me in early July as a candidate 
for the presidency of the EU Commission.” — Ursula von der Leyen in her letter of 
resignation to the armed forces

She was actually nominated by the European Council. That’s the body of EU 
heads of state and government.The Council of the European Union on the other 
hand, is made up of the relevant specialised ministers of the EU states. Two 
different EU institutions.



Next she explained her agenda



Interesting quotes
"To lead the way on next-generation hyperscalers, we will invest in blockchain, 
high-performance computing, quantum computing, algorithms and tools to allow 
data sharing and data usage." Blockchain! Quantum computing! No mention of 
Open Source and Open Data, though.

"In my first 100 days in office, I will put forward legislation for a coordinated 
European approach on the human and ethical implications of Artificial 
Intelligence." That's ... ambitious. AI legislation until February, with no consultation 
even started yet.



But here’s the real kicker



No, it doesn’t make more sense in French



It makes a little more sense in German

So, it’s about Cybersecurity!



Where does this odd phrase come from?
Let’s ask Google!



“Digitalization and cybersecurity are two sides of the same coin.”

It’s a slogan 

by Siemens.



"Digitalization and cyber are two sides of 
the same coin." is not really a mysterious 

phrase. 

It’s just an incorrectly shortened Siemens 
slogan.


